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THE WHISKERED BAT, VESPERTILIO MYSTACINUS. 
THE EpIrTor. 
PLATE Ill. 
In ‘The Zoologist’ for May last. we gave an account of this 


bat, perhaps the fullest account of it as a British species that 


has yet appeared. It had the good effect of eliciting further 
particulars of its occurrence in a locality not previously noted, 


-and in fresh localities in a county where it had already been 


observed. Thus Mr. T. A. Coward (p. 222) reported it from 


Cheshire, and Mr. E. W. H. Blagg (p. 260) from Staffordshire. 


When Bell wrote his account of this species (Brit. Quadrupeds, 
1887, 2nd ed. 1874), it was evidently considered to be a rare bat 
in the British Islands; but since greater attention has been 
bestowed upon this order of mammals, its occurrence in about 
fifteen English counties, chiefly in the South, as well as in 


- Wales, and in Ireland (once), shows that it is much more 


widely distributed than was at one time supposed. 
Confirmation of its alleged occurrence in Scotland (p. 165) 
would be desirable, and further search might be made for it in 
Ireland, where, so far as we know at present, it has been met 
with only in the County Clare. 

We are indebted to Mr. E. Hart, of Christehuseh. Hants, for 
a freshly-caught specimen procured in that neighbourhood in 


April last, from which Mr. G. E. Lodge made a careful drawing, 


here capitally reproduced by Mr. dleveliyn Hutchinson. 
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NOTES ON THE OCCURRENCE OF PALLAS'S 
SAND GROUSE IN NORFOLK. 


By T. Sournwett, F.Z.S., 
Member of the British Ornithologists’ Union. 


So much has been written of late on Syrrhaptes paradoxus, 
that I need not repeat what must be well known to readers of 
‘The Zoologist,’ but will at once enter upon as complete a 
history of the recent “invasion” of this species in the county of 
Norfolk as personal observation, and the ample material which 
numerous correspondents in all parts of the county have kindly 
placed at my disposal, will enable me to do. At the outset I can 
but express my deep regret that the death of the able historian 
of the invasion of 1863 has caused the task which he would 
naturally have executed to fall on me; but I may mention that 
I have not been altogether without the late Mr. Stevenson’s help, 
and that one of the last ornithological notes he made was on the 
moulting of this species. Happily the present record is not so 
entirely in the form of a list of killed and wounded as on the 
former occasion; but this fact greatly increases the difficulty of 
my task, for in a record of birds seen,—more especially with 


_ regard to a species so restless and so erratic in its movements 


as the present,—it is difficult to avoid chronicling the same flock 
- more than once; this I have tried to do, but I fear, as explained 
further on, not always successfully. There is one feature of 
the present visitation which I feel satisfaction in recording: 
upon the attention of the great landowners and occupiers, and 
the renters of shootings, being called to the fact that upon their 
arrival many birds were killed, strict orders were very generally 
given that they should not be molested; and, although perhaps 
too late to enable them to settle to breed, the result has been 
that in some parts of the county large flocks long continued to 
frequent the same localities, and even now have not deserted the — 
- spots which they selected. | 

An interesting fact, hitherto I believe unrecorded, and quite 
unknown to most ornithologists, has come to light in the course 
of the investigation of the latest irruption. On or about the 
21st May, 1876, as Mr. E. J. Boult, now of Potter Heigham, 
informs me, he saw fifteen or twenty Sand Grouse, which rose — 
from the south sand-hills at Winterton; they were very wild, 
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and went away ata great pace to the northward, and although 
Mr. Boult spent two days in searching the neighbourhood with > 
a view to obtaining specimens, he did not see them again. 
Mr. Boult has no difficulty in fixing the date, as he was at 
school in 1875, and he distinctly remembers it occurred in the 
first summer that he was at home. The Rev. Maurice C. H. 
Bird, who first informed me of this interesting event, writes as 
follows :—‘‘I am quite convinced that Mr. E. J. Boult was right 

as to the identification of the species. I am sure he knows at 
sight any bird that would be likely to appear from among — 
the regular migrants, and he was well acquainted with the 
appearance of Sand Grouse from specimens in Mr. Hume’s 
collection, killed at Winterton in 1863.”” a 

It will be remembered that in June, 1876, a Pallas’s Sand 
Grouse was killed near Modena (Ibis, 1881, p. 206), and in 
October of the same year two others were obtained in Ireland 
(Zool. 1877, p. 24); but Mr. Boult tells me he was not aware of 
these instances, and accordingly his evidence, as that of an 
independent witness, is remarkably supported thereby. 

The present year has witnessed the most remarkable influx 
of these birds hitherto recorded, and perhaps it might have been 
well to have deferred these notes till I could make them more 
complete; but as the matter is of so much interest, and the 
county of Norfolk appears to have proved so highly attractive to 
the interesting strangers, I have preferred, as was done on a 
previous occasion, to make a first report, which I close on the 
81st October, and hope early next year, should you again place | 


- space at my disposal for that purpose, once more to return to 


the subject. 


arrivan In Norroirx.—On the 13th of May the first 
Norfolk birds were seen by Mr. E. R. Boult, who observed a flock 
of fifteen feeding in a barley-field at Winterton, and they subse- 
quently flew over his head towards the sand-hills on the coast. On 
the 14th a flock was seen at Docking, and two were killed there 
— on the 16th, the first, I believe, which fell victims in this county. 
On the 22nd they were seen at Yarmouth, on the 24th close to 
Norwich, and from that time the records become so fast and 
furious that it is impossible to follow them up in detail. | 
Crensus oF NuMBERS SEEN, AND DISTRIBUTION IN THE CouUNTY. 
...—It is most difficult to form anything like an accurate estimate 
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of the number of these birds which have visited Norfolk during 
the past summer. My detailed records of those seen and killed 

show that the number which arrived between the 18th May and’ — 
possibly the middle of June must have been very great. On 

their arrival they consorted in large flocks, but they seem soon 
after to have broken up into small parties and even separate 
pairs were frequently seen, indicating an inclination to nest; 
but they were at that time very much persecuted, which doubtless 
assisted in their dispersal; the protection which followed 
probably came too late, as it would seem the desire of repro- 
duction soon passed away, resulting in their again flocking 
together. I have met with nothing to lead me to suppose that 
the great immigration was at any time followed by a second 
 “yush”’; the fluctuating numbers afterwards observed at various 
spots were, I think, due entirely to local movements. After the 
18th of June the records of birds seen or killed fall off rapidly ; 
in July a large number were stationary in the county, but they 
do not appear to have been so generally distributed as in the 
previous month; in August the records which I have reason to 
believe are not duplicates still further decreased, and very few 
were killed either in this month or September,—a fact probably 
due, to a great extent, to the forbearance of those on whose 
estates they had concentrated their forces, for it is certain 
that many localities were at this time deserted, where earlier 
in the summer large numbers were seen. During all this 
time I believe there was a constant movement of detached 
parties passing from flock to flock, or disassociating themselves 
temporarily from the main bodies. After the middle of September 
the birds seem again to have become restless, and a movement set. 
in towards the coast; flocks were seen at their favourite localities 
in greatly augmented numbers, and many reappeared in spots 
which had been previously deserted ; this increase was particularly 
observable in the neighbourhood of Holkham, Wells, and Morston. 
Mr. Cordeaux tells me a similar movement occurred on the 
Lincolnshire and Yorkshire coast. This movement would seem to 
indicate symptoms of re-migration, but I have had no evidence 
of any actually leaving our shores, and my last reports are 
that since the 15th October the large flocks seem to be again 


_ breaking up into small parties, and that they have become 
exceedingly shy. 


— 
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It will thus be seen how impossible it is, with such 
restless birds, to form anything like an accurate estimate as to. 
their numbers; doubtless the same detached parties have 
again and again been seen and reported by different observers, — 
and the main bodies have varied considerably in numbers 
at different periods. I think therefore that it would be well 
to mention in detail only what may be regarded as the main 
packs, and this I will do, beginning on the western side of 
the county at King’s Lynn, and following the coast-line round 
to Great Yarmouth, returning along the inland boundary of the 
county westward by Suffolk and Cambridgeshire to the starting- 
point at Lynn, referring to the flocks frequenting the more 
— central localities as I proceed. I adopt this method rather than | 


~. a chronological arrangement, as it appears to me to convey a 


better idea of their dispersal over the county than would a mere 
enumeration of occurrences and dates. 

The country round Castle Acre and Swaffham seems s to have 
been the head-quarters of a considerable flock. Mr. Leeds | 
noticed them at Castle Acre on June 15th, and many times sub- 
sequently; at Swaffham sixty were seen so late as Ist October, 
and several other flocks of like numbers are said to frequent the 
same neighbourhood still; at Lexham eleven were seen on the 
8ist May, and Mr. Harrison also observed small flocks on three 
different occasions in the same neighbourhood. Twenty-eight 
from time to time frequented Mr. Calthrop’s farm at Weasenham, | 

and others were seen at Gayton Thorpe. Possibly all these — 
belonged to the Castle Acre flock. A flock, estimated at seventy, 
was seen at Hillington on the 21st September. On the 9th July, 
Mr. E. J. Silcock tells me he saw between forty and fifty at | 
Snettisham ; and about the middle of June, writes the Rev. J. G. 
Tuck, twenty-three were seen neamm@@f€railway-station at Hun- 
stanton and others at Holme-next-the-Sea. In the neighbourhood 
of Shernbourne they appeared early ; a male bird was taken alive 
there on 26th May, and is still thriving in the possession of 
Mr. Sandford Parsons, of Shernbourne Hall, by whom a female 
bird was received on September 24th, which lived till October 
10th. At Docking they were observed as early as the 14th May; 
and on the 20th June twenty were seen at Burnham. Passing 
on to Wells and its neighbourhood, where large numbers have 
been seen, Mr. Napier informs me that the salt-marshes there 
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form a very favourite feeding-ground; forty were seen on the 
16th June, and till the present time a considerable number 

still frequent this favourite locality; others have been seen at 
~Warham. Perhaps the strongest party of all is that which took 
up its quarters at Morston, about midway between Stitfkey and 
Cley, the great attraction being doubtless the extent of salt- 
marsh bordered by sand-hills, between which and the large open 
fields on the higher ground parallel with the coast they spend their 
time. Here a large flock on Mr. Wood’s farm has remained in the 
same locality all the summer, and the bulk of them are still there. 
In the month of July 180 birds are said to have been counted in - 
a field at Morston by Mr. A. Bishop, and in the third week in 
October 160 were seen about the same place. On the 12th 
September Mr. Wood was kind enough to afford Dr. and Mr. F. D. 
Power, Mr. R. J. Howard of Blackburn, Mr. J. H. Gurney, jun., 
and myself the opportunity of seeing at least seventy-five of these 
birds on his farm. Ihave many other records from this neigh- 
bourhood, but probably they may all be referred to this flock or 
sections of the same. On the 18th June thirteen were seen at 
Hempstead, near Holt, and on the 22nd of the same month 
seventeen at the same place. On August 11th two were seen at 
- sea off Cromer. In June twenty-five were seen at Southrepps by 
Mr. Ling. On the 27th May I saw a small flock of about seven 
at Mundesley, and on the 29th of the same month Messrs. C. H. 
and H.G. Master saw a flock, estimated at 200, a few miles 
farther on the coast, at Bacton; on the following day the same 
gentlemen saw from eighty to a hundred of these birds (probably 
part of the same flock) ‘come from off the land at Bacton, and | 
go out to sea, flying almost due east.” At Horsey, where they 
seem to have made themselves very much at home, four were 
killed out of a flock of twenty on the 1st June, and others at 
Waxham. At Somerton and Winterton a considerable number 
were seen; at the former place, on June Ist thirty-one flew over 
Mr. William Parry, offering a good shot, but although he had a 
cun in his hand he refrained from killing any, and on the 27th 
October, after a long absence, another flock of sixteen was seen 
in the same place; at Winterton Mr. E. R. Boult exercised equal 
forbearance when, on the 18th May (the earliest record I have of 
their appearance in Norfolk), fifteen of these birds flew within 
range on their way to the sand-hills,or the beach. The birds 
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observed at the two last-named places, as also fourteen, twelve, 
and twenty subsequently seen there, probably belonged to the 
same flock. About the 1st June they made their first appearance 
a little to the north of Great Yarmouth, and numerous parties of 
fifteen to twenty seen there during the greater part of the month 
(and subsequently) probably were more or less identical. | 

On the 24th May twenty-five were seen by Mr. Eldridge 
flying over Moushold Heath, near Norwich; on the 6th June 
sixteen were seen at Easton, and on the 25th ten at Hetherset, 
both.also near Norwich. We now pass over a considerable tPact 
_ of country in a westerly direction, till we reach Sturston, near 
_ Merton, where on the 14th September one of Lord Walsingham’s 
keepers saw “upwards of 100 flying over a field” in a S.E. 
direction, at an elevation of from fifty to sixty yards, and on the | 
next day eight others were observed, by the same person, also — 
flying 8.E. On the 18th June a flock of nineteen, which had’ 
been observed for several days at Wilton by Messrs. F. and E. 
Newcome, were shown to Prof. and Sir Edward Newton. These 
birds soon after disappeared, possibly they joined the flocks at 
Didlington. In September a small flock re-appeared at Wilton, — 

and were again shown by Messrs. Newcome to Prof. saison on. 
the 8th October. 

A flock of from 70 to 100 was continually seen at Didlington 
by one of Mr. Amherst’s keepers in June or July. The tract of 
open country about Thetford, Elvedon (Suffolk), Brandon, and 
- Waneford (Suffolk), is still, I believe, frequented by a considerable 
number of these birds; twenty were seen at Shadwell in June, 
and in the same month “another lot” at Wangford, as well as 
forty ‘‘near Thetford,” all of which may be identical. Others — 
have been met with at Outwell, near Wisbech; six were killed 
at Downham Market on 28rd May, and others at Kast Winch, 
near Lynn. 

It will thus be seen that ¢ a very considerable number = these 
bie ds has been pretty generally distributed over the county, more 
particularly along the coast-line—probably large flocks having 
settled at, say, Snettisham, Wells, Morston, Bacton, Winterton, 
Yarmouth, and in the neighbourhoods of Thetford and Castle 
Acre, from which centres outlying parties have wandered in all 
directions. Eliminating from my list, as far as possible, all 
those which appear to have formed sections of those large flocks, 
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_ or which [ have any suspicion of having been recorded more than 
once, I think we may venture to claim the very large total of 
between eleven and twelve hundred of these beautiful birds as 
having been seen in this county alone, exclusive of those killed, 
which will be made the subject of a separate estimate. — | 
Morraniry Norrorx.—In endeavouring to arrive at an 
accurate estimate of the number of Sand Grouse killed in this 
county, a like difficulty arises as in the previous section, and from — 
the same causes. It has frequently happened that the same birds 
have been recorded by more than one observer, and in some 
cases the dates and even the localities have been inexact, thus 
increasing the confusion. I have endeavoured to avoid these 
repetitions, and although I may not have been entirely successful, 
I think I have erred on the side of prudence; it is‘ also quite 
certain that many birds have been killed of which I have no 
record. I think therefore in the following estimate I have rather 
under- than over-stated the number killed in each month. 
I estimate that there were 10 killed in May ; ; 70in June; 27 in 
July; 17 in August; 6 in September ; 56 1 in October; or a total 
of 186 to 31st of October. 

In many instances I was unable to ascertain the sex of the 
birds killed; but, so far as I am able to form an opinion, the 
numbers of each sex appear about equal, and nothing that has - 
come under my observation leads me to suppose that they are 
— either polygamous, or that the sexes during the months named 
are to be found in separate flocks. 

HazBiTs AS OBSERVED IN Norrouix.— Of the general habits I 
can say but little from personal observation, but Mr. Wood, 
of Morston, who has had a large flock under his close observa- 
tion for some months, tells me that they frequent the same fields 
with great regularity ; their favourite feeding-place being a large | 
clover layer, from which, if disturbed, they fly across to some 
- adjacent turnip-fields, choosing the bare patches for their 
feeding-ground ; here they spread over a circle of some thirty or 
forty yards, separating, and diligently searching the ground until 

they appear to have exhausted the food in that particular 
locality, when they all rise together and repair to a fresh spot, - 
which they exhaust in like manner. At stated times they depart 
for the salt marshes adjacent. On the Wells marshes, Mr. 
Napier tells me, they also keep together in flocks, which number 
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from ten to forty; they were first seen there on 16th June, 
and have remained close to the town of Wells up to the present 
time, spending the day on the uplands, and visiting the salt 
marshes in the afternoon, their favourite resort being a large flat 
covered with Salicornia, amongst which they feed. Their flight 
has been often described, but it is worthy of note, that although, 
as a rule, they go away at a great pace, and to a considerable 
‘distance, if not too often disturbed, they not.unfrequently perform - 
a large circuit, and return within sight of the spot from which 
they rose ; they frequent very open localities, and are impatient 
of hedges, mounting to a great height to pass any suspicious 
obstacle. A marked feature has been their decidedly gregarious — 
habits, also their exclusiveness, no single instance having come 
to my knowledge of their having been seen associated with other 
species of birds. 

Mr. Sandford Parsons tells me that the bird in his pos- 
session, although it eats freely under observation, has never 
been seen to drink,* and even now remains excessively shy ; 
it decidedly prefers small seeds, such as dari, millet, and canary 
seed, but takes wheat and barley for a change. Mr. A. Napier — 
tells me a curious circumstance in connection with so shy 
a bird; he was shooting on theskolkham sand-hills with Lord 
Leicester and party, on the 13th October, when they met with a 
flock of about thirty-five. ‘‘ A single bird,” says Mr. Napier, 
“which I came upon, I felt convinced must have had either a 
nest or young. When first I saw it, it fluttered along in front of 
me just like a partridge with young. It was so tame that I — 
called Lord Leicester and the others up to see it, and it did not 
fly up until we had approached to within three or four yards of | 
it. At first I thought it must have been a wounded bird, but I 
do not think so now, for it flew away very strongly, calling out. 
most lustily. Its action reminded me very much of the Turtle — 
Dove.” Mr. Sandford Parsons also tells me, that on August 5th, — 
the gardener at Shernbourne Hall came to his father to say, 
that a Sand Grouse was running about on the lawn; Mr. Parsons_ 


« It is worthy of note that two of these birds, belonging to Mr, T. J. 
| Nie which were for five weeks under the care of Mr. Mahon, of Docking, 
showed the same indifference to water ; and the keeper of Mr. Gurney’s bird, 
at Northrepps, tells me that he has never seen it drink: this appears quite 
contrary to their recorded habits in their native haunts. 
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went out to catch it, thinking his son’s pinioned bird had 
escaped ; on approaching the bird it ‘‘ran and skulked in a little 
ditch,” and did not rise till just as he was about to put his hand 
on it when it flew away quite strong; he thinks it was a hen 
bird. Another, now in Mr. Gurney’s aviary at Northrepps, was 
found, on the 31st October, floundering in a wet ditch at Suffield, 
and taken by hand. Such behaviour is difficult to account for. 
Foop.—The food of the Sand Grouse in this county: has 
proved to consist almost entirely of the small seeds of plants 
which are usually regarded as “weeds.” Very few instances 
have come to my knowledge out of the very large number which 
I have examined, or which have been reported to me, in which 
erain formed any part of their food ; one was killed at Thornham 
on 18th September, which contained thirty grains of wheat; a 
second killed about the 5th October, near West Winch, contained 
both wheat and rye; a third killed near Swaffham, on the 
1st October, contained the large number of 881 grains of 
wheat; and a fourth “telegraphed” at Roughton Heath, on 
ew™='s8th October, contained some grains of wheat in the husks. 
These, it will be observed, were all killed after the fields had 
been cleared at the close of our very protracted harvest. I 
have also heard of a few others which had to a limited extent : 
been feeding on corn. [Early in the season one sample of food 
produced 146 plants, eighty of which were Polygonum aviculare, 
a common and very troublesome weed known as knot-grass ; 
forty-nine plants were Ornithopus perpusillus, the common birds- 
foot ; and seventeen, a species of trifolium, not yet determinable. 
A later sample produced plants of T'rifoliwm procumbens and — 
saintfoin ; a third, later still, consisted almost entirely of the. 
seeds of the common chickweed, and a grass, very many plants 
of each. A very favourite food appears to be the seeds of 
a species of Silene and Sueda maritima, intermixed with which 
I have found portions of the succulent leaves and shoots of the 
latter plant. Convolvulus soldinella and Honckenya peploides 
orow in abundance near some of their favourite feeding-places ; 
but I have searched in vain for their large and apparently 
tempting seeds, the birds evidently preferring the minute seeds © 
already enumerated. I am greatly indebted to Mr. W. Carruthers _ 
and Mr. Herbert Geldart, for assistance in. determining the 
species of the seeds which formed the food of tne Sand Grouse 
in this county. 
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Professor Newton has favoured me with the following list of © 
_ plants determined for him by Mr. Robert Service, grown from — 
seeds found in the crops of two birds killed in distant localities . 
in Norfolk, about June 22nd and 25th; one produced, chiefly 
Polygonum aviculare, with a few white clover, and a species of 
Agrostis; and the other Geraniwm molle, with a few Urtica 
dioica, Rumex acetosa, Stellaria media, -—: a species of small 
Orass. 
Prumacr and Movutine.—Mr. Stevenson hine given a very 
accurate description of the plumage as noted by him in birds 
obtained in 1863 (‘ Birds of Norfolk,’ pp. 897-8), but few of those 
he saw were in the lovely new plumage, which most of those 
killed here after the middle of September had assumed; nor had 
he the opportunity of watching the process of moulting so 
fully as occurred during the present visitation. I may be > 
excused, therefore, for saying a few words on each subject. On 
their first arrival here, their plumage, though clean, appeared 
worn; but by the middle of June, they began to present the 
_ dirty appearance referred to by Prof. Newton,(< Ibis, 1864, p. 200.) 
On the 16th June two female specimens were much soiled about | 
the head and breast, and from that time both sexes seemed 
to become more and more dirty and drabbled,. until the new 
feathers made their appearance on the head and neck. The first 
signs of moulting noticed by me appeared in a male killed 
on 16th June; the two long median rectrices were missing, 
apparently from having been shed; the whole plumage was 
soiled and worn, and the feathers were loose, though no sign of 
their successors was visible. Another, a male, killed on the | 
same date, was the first in which I detected new feathers; a few | 
scapulars, and some of the secondary coverts in each wing had 
been replaced, but all the rest were old. Two other females 
killed at the same time were in a very shabby condition, and on 
skinning them the old feathers were found to be very loosely 
attached, and many new ones, still enveloped in the sheath, 
were making their appearance. On the 2nd July, a male hada 
few new feathers on the back and among the wing coverts, and 
between this date and the 14th July, several others occurred, 
presenting much the same appearance as that last described ; 
- buton the last-named date, a male, very dirty, and in plumage so 
worn, that the shafts of the long tail-feathers were almost bare, 
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and the primaries nearly as bad, still showed no new feathers ; 


_ and even on 21st July another male was in much the same 


condition. A male and a female killed on 5th August had new 
secondaries, some of the smaller primaries, and many new body 
feathers; and a male and female killed on the 6th were both in 
full moult, and the new flight-feathers and coverts | very con- 


spicuous. On the 8th a male had so far assumed the new ~ 


plumage, that only the first of the old quills in each wing 


remained, all the rest, and most of the body feathers, as well as. 


- the middle feathers of the tail were new, the latter reached 1} 
In. beyond the others. On the 17th a male had retrieved all the 


wing-feathers, except the first primaries. The whole body 


plumage, which bore a most lovely bloom, was new except about 
the vent, only one middle feather in the tail extended beyond the 
others (the middle rectrices, although they appeared to be 
almost the first feathers shed, owing, probably, to their great 
length, were very late in attaining their full growth); and the 
tarsi and toes still retained the old feathers, but much worn 
mixed with new feathers still in their sheaths. A fema 


illed 


the same day presented much the same appearance, and still. 


retained the first primary in each wing. Two males and a 
female killed on 22nd August had acquired new plumage, still 
with the exception of the first quill in each wing, and in one of 

- the males, the middle feathers of the tail had not yet appeared. 

The next bird I saw in the flesh was on the 18th September; it 

was a female, and the moult was complete; the whole plumage 

was most beautiful, the colours being exceedingly delicate, and 


the contrasts lovely. Below the gular ring the throat and chest 


were an ash-grey, with a shade of lavender; the middle tail- 


feathers measured 6% in., and the wing in which the second quill | 


was still the longest, measured 8} in. from the carpal joint. 
This specimen is now before me, and has lost much of its 
delicacy and bloom. A male killed on 4th October was in very 
fine plumage, the delicate grey of the ear-coverts contrasting 
finely with the orange-buff of the head and throat, the iris dark 
brown, and the bare skin round the eye pale lavender; the 
chest sooty-grey, with a shade of lavender, and the pectoral band 
most beautifully pencilled, the abdominal band almost black, the 


dove colour of the outer web of the primaries, and the rich 


chestnut bar on the coverts were most beautiful in their 
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contrast, the whole plumage was suffused with an indoseribably 
- delicate bloom, which I fear is very evanescent. Mr. Pashley, of. 
-Cley, mentions this beautiful bluish grey bloom on every part of 
the plumage of his late- killed birds. 

It thus appears that the moulting commenced about 16th 
June, and probably by 18th September most of the birds had 
entirely assumed their new plumage. The process seems to have 
been much as follows :—first a few new feathers appeared among 
the scapulars and the wing coverts, also scattered over the upper | 
surface of the body; then the secondaries, followed by the tail, 
and the remaining quill-feathers, next the vent and tarsi, and. 
last of all the first primary in each wing. The length of the 
two middle feathers of the tail, measured from their insertion, — 
- varied very much, the longest I measured was 8% in.; but one, a 
lovely male, received by Mr. Lowne on the 4th June, had these 
- feathers 83 in. in length. 

Mr. Sandford Parsons, of Shernbourne Hall, who has had great 
experience in the rearing of domestic pigeons, watched the moult — 
of the male bird which has been in his possession since the 26th 
- May; and confirms my observations, based on the large series 

which I have had the opportunity of examining, as to the order 

of moulting, and particularly with regard to the flight feathers, 
of which he says, the tenth pair were shed first, the others 
following in gradual succession, always in pairs, and last of all the 
first primaries. At no period was the moult — severe | 
to impede the flight. me 

- Cauu-Nore.— The note of the Sand Grouse when on the 
wing is so peculiar, that it could not fail to attract attention. 


The first time I met with this bird in Norfolk, was when walking 


along the cliffs at Mundesley, which are very lofty at that spot, 
my attention was attracted by their strange note before the birds 
came in sight over the brow of the cliff, and went away inland 
still calling. At Morston we paid particular attention to the 
note with a view to reducing it to writing, and we had an excel- 
lent opportunity of hearing it on more than one occasion. It 
was distinctly audible at a distance which Mr. Howard and I~ 
estimated to be 400 yards, and we all agreed that it closely 
resembled the breeding-note of the Snipe, “ Chuka, chuka ;” but 
it appeared to have a more monosyllabic (if I may be allowed 
the expression) sound, and was uttered with a sort of whistling 
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Intonation which is almost impossible to describe, * Tam afraid 
I have not been more successful in conveying an idea of this very 
peculiar call than any of the ten renderings from various sources 
I have now before me; but I think those who have been 
accustomed to hear the note of the Snipe before referred to, will 
be able to imagine that of the Sand Grouse. Whether or not 
this species utters any sexual cry, or alarm-note, I have had no 
opportunities of observation, but would refer the reader to Mr. 
Macpherson’s observations on the subject, in a recent paper by 
that gentleman, which appeared in the ‘ Transactions of the 
Cumberland and Westmoreland Association for the Advancement 
of Science.’ It is worthy of note, however, that a pair of birds 
of this species in the gardens of the Zoological Society, as I am 
informed by Mr. J. H. Gurney, jun., several times in his 
presence uttered. a low cooing note, which could not have been 
heard many yards off; and Mr. Sandford Parsons tells me that 
a female which he had alive in his aviary from the 24th Sept. 
to 10th Oct., was constantly running round the male uttering 
a “curious disjointed ‘purr,’ rather like a cat,” in which 
the male would join; but he states the sound was nothing like 
that of a pigeon, and his opinion should have great weight. 

Nesting anp Prospects or Naturauisation.—Many reports 
have been circulated as to the finding of nests of this bird in 
Norfolk, but the following is the only instance which has borne 
investigation. Mr. Wm. Tolman, of South Pickenham, in the last 
week of June, shot a Sand Grouse as it rose from the nest in that 
parish, and took from it three eggs : these he describes as ‘‘ much 
like those of a water- hen in colour, but rather darker, largest 
in the middle, and tapered off towards each end” ; one he sent 
to Col. Applewhaite, the other two he unfortunately broke. Col. 
Applewhaite tried to blow his specimen, but it broke in pieces; 
he thinks it would have hatched in three or four days. Although 
unfortunately the eggs are not forthcoming, there can be no— 
question as to the good faith o1 both Col. Applewhaite and his 
tenant Mr. Tolman; and I think their description of the nest 
and eggs, as well as a bird having been shot as it left the nest, 

leaves little room for doubt in this instance. | 

The generative organs were most fully-developed in the 

earliest birds. Of two females killed near Thetford previous to 
* Then it resembles the call-note of Tringa canutus. 
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June 8rd, Mr. Newby, of that town,. tells me ‘‘one was very > 
forward with egg, having one fully formed, bar the shell; the 
other was not so forward but full of fry. The breast of one of 
the males was almost bare, and the development of the genera-_ 
_ tive organs in both males was very pronounced.” 

‘Mr. Pashley, of Cley, received a female on 4th June, which 
“had eggs about the size of a Hedge Accentor.” Mr. Pycratft, 
of Yarmouth, received a female on 2nd June, the ovary of which 
he sent to Prof. Newton, who, he informs me, said it had all the 


appearance of that of a bird about to breed. Myr. Gunn 


measured the testes of a male killed about 6th June, which 
-. were 15 and 18 mm. in length respectively. From that date the 
generative organs appear gradually to have decreased in size, till 
on 6th August Mr. Gunn received a pair from the same locality, 
in which the testes of the male did not exceed 7 mm., and the 
whole ovary of the female was not more than 10 mm. at its 
greatest length. I should be inclined to the opinion that this 
shrinking of the generative organs indicated that the breeding 
season was over, in addition to which the plumage of-the birds 
soon after their arrival here became very ragged, and moulting 
commenced. It would seem probable that the birds arrived here 
ata period when they would: naturally have been about to nest, 
and that before they could settle in their new quarters, every 
man’s hand at first being against. them, the season for reproduc- 
tion had passed ; the unfavourable weather also experienced in 
the past summer must be taken into consideration ; if so hardy 
a bird as the Partridge was seriously affected by adverse climatic 
influences, how much more trying must it have proved for these 
- strangers ! Should this be the true interpretation of their 
sterility this season, it leaves a hope that some of the birds: 
which may survive till next spring, may still propagate their 
species and their offspring miiy become naturalised. It has 
been noted in the ‘Field,’ that the late-killed birds were very 
much emaciated, and that their feet were clogged with soil; this 
is entirely the reverse of my experience; only one in the large 
number of these birds which have come under my notice was at 
all emaciated, and that proved to have been wounded; whilst 


_those killed in September and October, were all exceedingly fat, — 


‘some weighing as much as 123 oz., and in even better condition 
than those killed in May. The only bird with a foot clogged by 
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soil which I heard of in Norfolk, was received by Mr. Pycratt, 
of Yarmouth, on 2nd June, and weighed 10 oz.; this immunity 


from clogging, notwithstanding the wetness of the season, is © 


‘surprising, and, I think, compares favourably with other birds. 
In compiling these notes I am greatly indebted to numerous 


correspondents, who have kindly furnished me with information — 


from their respective localities. Chief amongst these I have to 
thank Mr. Alex. Napier, of Holkham, and Mr. Wood, of Morston; 
I have also to thank Mr. H. Sandford Parsons, of Shernbourne, 


the Rev. J. G. Tuck, Mr. E. R. Boult, the Rev. Maurice C. H. | 
Bird, Mr. EK. J. Silcock, of Lynn, and many others. Mr. J. H. 


Gurney, jun., has given me the use of all his notes. To the 
various bird-preservers in the county [ am also greatly indebted 
for information, and especially to Mr. Cole, Mr. Gunn, and Mr. 
Roberts, of Norwich, who most kindly allowed me to examine all 
the birds they had sent to them; also to Mr. Dack, of Holt; 
Mr. Pashley, of Cley; Mr. Wilson, of Lynn; Mr. Newby, of 


Thetford: and Mr. Clarke, of Snettisham. From Mr. Lowne, 


of Yarmouth, I had some very useful notes; as also from Mr. 
Pycraft of the same place. There is one other name which I 
have left till the last; it is that of Prof. Newton, to whom I 


am, as on many previous occasions, deeply indebted for valuable 


advice and assistance. 


-e NOTES ON THE ORNITHOLOGY OF NORTHAMPTONSHIRE 


AND NEIGHBOURHOOD. 


By tHE Rieur. Hon. Lorp Litrorp, F.L.S., &e. 
(Continued from Zool. 1887, p. 457.) 


We left Lilford for Bournemouth on Oct. 19th: the following 
notes up to June, 1888, are taken from letters. 
Oct. 16th. Two Bramblings (first of season) seen at Achurch. 
Oct. 27th. A flock of about tifty Fieldfares passing south- 
wards over our decoy. 
Noy. 4th. Jack Snipe (first of season) shot near Lilford. About 


this date, a ‘‘ yellow” Blackbird Zool. Rept. 1884) seen near 


Achurch. 

Nov. 12th. Fifty-three Ducks and Mallards, o one Wissen. and 
one Teal, taken in one drive un the decoy, senring about sixty of 
the first-named species on the pool. 


| 
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Nov. 14th. My falconer wrote under this date :—‘‘I have not 
seen a Swallow since 11th; there are a great quantity of Bram- 
_ blings in the neighbourhood, also Coal, Marsh, Blue, and Great 
Tits, all feeding on beech-mast.” Goldeneye near Tichmarsh 
Mill, and Short-eared Owl mobbed by Rooks at decoy. 

Nov. 22nd. Decoyman wrote:—‘‘I saw one Golden-eyed 
Pochard on decoy on 19th; the frost is set in very sharp, and the 
fog is very thick.” .My falconer wrote under last date:—‘“ Ten 
Teal on park pond on 14th; since that quantities of Plovers 
(Green and Golden) passing over, and on 18th from twenty- ‘five 
to thirty Geese going S.W.” 

Dec. 3rd. Hight Siskins caught near Lilford. Capt. J. Vipan, 
writing under this date, states :—‘‘I killed a Great Northern Diver | 
on the Wash, Nov. 18th—the first I have met with there; it 
weighed 114 1b. On Dec. lst I shot a Long-tailed Duck, in 
immature plumage, at the mouth of this river (Nene). On Nov. 
16th I saw three male and one female Shovellers; they were very 
wild, and would not let me ‘set up’ to them.” | | | 

' To avoid constant repetition, I shall, for the future, only 
indicate my falconer and decoyman by their respective initials, 

R. C. and R.S., at the end of my extracts from their letters. 
Gamekeepers, D. M. and S. J. 

Jan. 18th, 1888. “A pair of Coots made their appearance at 
Pilton Bridges (close to the house, at Lilford) on the 2nd; I have 
them there daily since.”—R. C. | | 

Jan. 17th. “I saw four Brent Geese on 12th.”—R.5. . 
Jan. 20th. “The four geese as I saw were not the black 
geese; they are what I call the Scotch Brent Geese; they have 

two or three black spots on the breast the size of a penny- 
_piece.’—R. 8. The writer has since identified these geese from 

a picture in Meyer’s ‘ British Birds’ as the White-fronted, Anser 
albifrons, not a very rare bird in our valley. | 

Jan. 27th. “I have only seen one Woodcock this winter, 
‘but have seen several falcons, also a Merlin hawk yesterday ; 
another Merlin was seen by my watcher near Lowick a few days 
ago. Ihave only seen one lot of Wild Geese this winter —that 
was ten days ago.” —D. M. 

Jan. 30th. I received a Woodcock shot at Lilford on the. 
28th inst., which without feet weighed full 14} oz., and was the 
heaviest of thirteen received by us from Northamptonshire, 
ZOOLOGIST.—DEC. 1888. 2N 
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Lancashire, Kent, and Pembroke during the season of 1887-88. 
A very fine adult male Pochard shot below Lilford. | 
Feb. 10th. -My son wrote :—‘I saw on Monday last in the 


_ Rectory curtilage at Achurch a yellow Blackbird. It was pure 


yellow, without a black spot on it, and of a lighter colour than 
the Blackbird that appeared some years ago in the Cuckoo- — 
(cf. Zool. Sept. 
Feb. 16th. “The snow lies from six to: eight inches deep ; 
I was at the Hut (for hawk-catching) alone, about 8.30 a.m., a 
Peregrine tiercel came in the field, and made one stoop at my 
pigeon, but did not bind; he did not return that day, frightened, 
I think, by men carting stone from the pits.’—R. C. a 
The Rev. H. H. Slater, of Irchester Vicarage, who kindly went, 
at my request, td Rushden to verify a report that had reached me 
some time ago of the occurrence of a Cormorant in that neigh- 
bourhood, wrote on Feb. 21st:—“I hunted up Mrs. Allen, who 
allowed me to examine the bird, as far as possible, considering 
that it was in a case. Itis a young Shag, Phalacrocorax graculus, 
the top of the head and back, and especially the primaries, having 
in some degree their bottle-green sheen. .... Mrs. Allen informed 
me that she thought another was caught at the same time; and, 
after some inquiries, I came upon the owner, who had an exactly 
similar specimen. His wife informed me that it was a Sunday 
about the middle of August last, probably the 21st, as they were 
standing at their door (which is in a new street), watching some 
pigeons, when two curious birds came flopping down between two 
of the unfinished houses opposite ; he went and collared one and 
young Allen the other; he kept his for three days, and fed it 
upon worms; the former one was stuffed at Irthlingborough,’— 
by Mr. C. F. Dyer, who gave me the original information of the 
occurrence in a letter dated Jan. 6th, 1888. 


Feb. 29th. A female Pochard shot close to the house at 


Lilford. 

March Ist. “ Ward (one of our watchers) saw four ae ea 
playing and screaming together over the park.’ —S. J. 

March 4th. “One male Pintail and fifty Wild Ducks on 
decoy.” —R. 8. | | | 

March 5th. “Saw four Pintails near the house; they came 
straight across the meadow over my head; I could plainly see the 

long feathers in the tails of two of them.”—D. M. 


| 
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March 9th. “ Whilst I was at the hawk- hut to-day, a man on 


the other side of the river disturbed a flock of twenty or thirty 


ducks; they flew in my direction, so near that I could plainly see 


four Pintails amongst them: a male of that species visited the 


aviary-pond on the 7th and 8th.”—R. C. 

March 15th. “At4 p.m. I saw a Wild Swan fly rare up : 
the river; it wheeled round a few times to look at those on the 
park-pond. _As yet I only know of one Wild Duck’s nest with 
eggs.” —R.C. “Thirty Wigeon this morning on flooded meadows 
below the house. About 100 Golden Plovers ap over. Shel- 
drake seen up the river yesterday near Thorpe.”—S. J. 

March 20th. “ Three Swans near Lilford boat-house.”—R. C. 

March 22nd. “There are twenty Ducks, three Teal, twenty- 
eight Wigeon, and one Red-headed Pochard on the decoy. I saw 
150 Ducks on the floods yesterday, also six Snipes and thirty. 
Stints. One Curlew on the 18th. I saw a large, very dark hawk | 
on the 21st; a large number of Golden rae on the meadows.’ 


April 5th. “There are thirty Ducks, forty Wigeons, and cight 
Teal on the decoy. I saw a Summer Teal drake on the decoy on 
the 2nd, and on the 8rd a pair of Shovel Ducks and five Red- 


shanks. There are several Snipes still about.”—R. S. 


April 6th. ‘ The weather is so cold that birds are very back- 
ward—indeed everything else is much behindhand. I forward six 
Plover’s eggs found yesterday ; they are the first I have seen this 
year. No arrival of spring birds as yet; the Grey Crow and Field- 
fare are still here.’"—D. M. | 

April llth. “Just caught a young Falcon (at the hut); she 
is last year’s bird, very high in condition, well-made, with beautiful 
sharp-pointed sails; she made fifteen stoops at my pigeon without 


binding till the sixteenth.’—R. C. 


April 13th. ‘I saw three Herring Gulls going N.E., and on 
ldth four large flocks of Fieldfares going S.W. On the 14th a 
Kestrel came at my pigeon on the rere-pole (at the hut), and got — 
hold of it; the pigeon used her wings freely, and away underneath 
her turf, followed by the hawk, who had to return quick ; the | 


‘pigeon was best man.”—R. C. 


April 24th. “I saw four large Sea-Gulls and two Snipes, and 
on the 26th three Snipes. The floods have put ail the Green 
Plovers off our meadows now.”—R. S. ; 
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The following list of dates of appearance of spring migrants — 


at and about Lilford may be relied upon, as far as it goes, but is 
lamentably deficient :— 


April. April. 
2. Garganey. 128 28. Spotted Flycatcher, Whitethroat. 


3. Wheatear, Bhovelles, 29. Wryneck, 
4. Chiffchaff, Dunlin. | 


15. Swallow. | 
17. Cuckoo, House Martin, Redstart. "Sedge Warbler. 
18. Sand Martin, Yellow Wagtail. 2. Reed Warbler, Landra 


19. Willow Wren. | 3. Nightjar. 
21. Tree Pipit. Common Sandpiper. 
25. Ring Ouzei.. 110. Pied Flycatcher. 


It will be observed that in the above list there is no mention 
of several of our regular spring visitors—e. g., Red-backed Shrike, . 
Swift, Lesser Whitethroat, Wood Wren, Whinchat, Turtle Dove, 
or Hobby. I can only say that all these species were here in 
early Jane in about their usual numbers, except the Swift, which 
‘was very much more abundant than I ever knew it to be. The 
Shoveller, Garganey, and Pied Flycatcher are scarce in ovr 
locality ; a fine male of the latter species shot on May 10th is the 
first that has ever been obtained near Lilford, to my knowledge. 

A Tern (in all probability Sterna fluviatilis) was seen near the 
decoy on May 22nd. 

My falconer, R: C., writing on May 29th, stated ;-—‘ I found a 
- Hawfinch’s nest in a thick yew-tree close by the aviary; it was going 
on well till yesterday, and one of the three eggs in it got broken; 
the birds deserted it, and I took it away.” When we returned to 
Lilford, in June, and I-examined ihis nest, I had no difficulty in 
discovering the species of the egg-breaker by the. well-known — 
and very pungent odour that a Squirrel had left behind him 
therein. 

A nest of the Lesser Spotted Woodpecker containing five eggs 
was found on the lawn at Lilford on May 29th: the hole was in a 
decayed bough of an old whitethorn-bush, at about 18 feet from 
the ground, and very well concealed by surrounding foliage. ‘This 
little Woodpecker is exceedingly common at Lilford, but we have 
not often succeeded in our numerous searches for an occupied 
breeding-hole; in this instance two of the eggs were taken, and 
the remaining three safely hatched out. 


Ju une 27th. A fine adult male Red-backed Shrike was brought 
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to me, which had been caught by one wing in a common vermin- 
trap set for a cat or stoat near Thorpe. 
June 28th. One of our gamekeepers brought me four ¢ eggs 


taken from a nest of the common Grey Partridge, in which ten _ 


young birds were hatched a few days ago; two of these four were 
of the normal colour, but rather smaller than an average-sized 
Blackbird’s egg; the other two—much more green in colour, but 
of about the same dimensions—had-each a sort of horn or spout at 
the centres of their thick ends. These appendages appeared to 
be a sort of prolongation of the shell, and were hollow, filled with 
indurated matter, some of which projected slightly from their 
exposed ends. I never saw any eggs at all resembling these 
monstrosities; but Professor A. Newton, to whom I sent them, 
informs me that he has met with a closely similar deformity in a 
Pheasant’s egg. A Robin’s nest was found on the wall of our 
engine-house containing three pure white eggs. This aberration 
from the normal type in eggs of this species seems to be by no 
means uncommon in our neighbourhood. 

July 8th. Mr. Hunt picked up an old male Lesser Spotted 
Woodpecker in his garden at Wadenhoe, evidently killed by flying 
against wire- fencing. 
| July 10th. My faleconer went to look at a nest of Pied Wood- 
. peckers, with a view of taking a young one or two to rear, but 
found that the birds had left the breeding-hole, and one of the 
young was lying fully fledged, but draggled to death, at the foot: 
of the oak in which it had been born. A Nightingale reported in © 
full song this morning near our entrance-lodges. 

July 14th. First Green Sandpiper of the season seen me. 
~Wadenhoe Woods. | 

July 19th. A good specimen of the Black eels was shot on 
our river, near Aldwinkle, and brought to me. For some time 
before and after this date, I received many reports of one—and 
now and then two—Hobbies seen near our park-lodge; but the — 
weather was so incessantly wet and boisterous that no one could 
discover the nest of these birds, which I have no doubt might 
have been found within a mile of the house at Lilford in more 
favourable weather. A Peregrine or two were often seen near 
Lilford throughout the summer, and are still (October) about the 
neighbourhood. | 

‘July 25th, A vast influx of Rooks noticed, These birds have 
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been virtually absent from the rookeries for the last five weeks. 
I have noticed this habit of a summer excursion of several weeks’ 
duration in every year that I have been at home at this season, 
the many well-tenanted rookeries in our immediate neighbourhood 
being, regularly and almost entirely, deserted during the latter 
half of June and nearly the whole of July. 

July 26th. My falconer came in this morning with a report 
of a “fowl” entirely unknown to him seen at our aviary-pond 
yesterday evening. Colonel Irby, who was staying with us, and 
my son snatched a gleam of sunshine between the constant heavy 
showers, and in a few minutes the former came in with a female 
Indian Black-backed Tree Goose, Sarcidiornis melanonota, which 
rose wildly from the bank of the pond on the approach of the 
investigating expedition. This bird was of course an “ escape,” 
but I have not up to the date of this writing been able, in spite » 


. of many enquiries, to discover the loser of this (as I believe it to . 


be) uncommon and valuable water-fowl. 

July 29th. My neighbour, Mr. G. Hunt, called upon me this 
evening, and reported having just seen a solitary specimen of 
Pallas’s Sand Grouse in the meadow below his house at Wadenhoe. 
This bird passed within fifteen yards of my informant, flying 
comparatively slowly, and appeared to have its feet clogged with 
clay. Mr. Hunt told me that it “chuckled” loudly as it passed 
him. This is the first information that reached me of the 
occurrence of the Sand Grouse in Northamptonshire this year. 
Complaints reach me from our own gardeners, and from many of 
our neighbours of the very unusual abundance of Hawfinches, and 
the damage done by them amongst the green-peas. From about 
this date till the middle of October I had many reports from 
various quartersin our neighbourhood of so-called white Starlings. 
It seems that one or two broods containing pied birds of this 
species must have been reared in our district. 

July 31st. Rumours of three Sand Grouse seen, in the 
first instance flying over the deer-park at Lilford, by one of 
our gamekeepers, and soon afterwards by Mr. Hunt's keeper on _ 
the Wadenhoe manor, bear to my ears the impress of truth and 
correct identification. 

August 2nd. My falconer found and brought in two young ~ 
Hobbies from an old Carrion Crow’s nest in a high oak-tree in 
the same wood, and at a short distance from the trees from which 
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he took thiee of these little falcons in 1886 and 1887 (cf. Zool. 
1886, pp. 468-9, and 1887, p. 454). The woodman averred 
positively that four young Kestrels had been hatched in, and flown 
from, the nest in which this year’s Hobbies were found, about the . 
beginning of June last. At afew feet below these young hawks 
was a Wood Pigeon’s platform with two small young birds upon it. 
Aug. 6th. <A small flock of Gulls, apparently Larus canus, — 
passed over the house in a southerly direction. 
Aug. 11th. The decoyman brought in a Spotted Crake, alive 
and quite uninjured, caught at the decoy in a snipe-springe this 
morning. This bird has done well in a cage up to date of this 
writing (Oct. 26th). A Snipe taken at the same spot, on Aug. 19th, 
declined to feed, and died very shortly after capture. | 
Aug. 15th. I received a fine male Crossbill in good red 
plumage, with two Hawfinches, shot this morning in the kitchen- 
- garden at Tichmarsh Rectory. This is a rare bird in Northampton- 
shire, and this is the first county-killed specimen that has come 
fresh into my hands. Our butler, who has a very good knowledge 
of British birds, described three birds seen this morning by him 
between Thorpe and Achurch, which could hardly be other than 
Pallas’s Sand Grouse. 
Aug. 80th. After three days of violent wind- -enuallé, with 
heavy rain and occasional thunder, the Swallows and House 
Martins—which had swarmed about the house at Lilford between 
the 24th and 28th inst.—suddenly and entirely disappeared. 
A little band of some half-dozen Swallows passed rapidly up the 
river on the 3lst, and on Sept. 1st, with a change of wind from 
N.N.E. to W.S.W., a good many of that species were hawking 
about the willows below our boat-house, and I noticed them, in| 
about their usual numbers, till the usual time for their departure, 
but with the exception of six or eight House Martins recorded on 
the 18th, I did not see one of these latter birds after Aug. 28th. 
Sept. 4th. The decoyman reports fifteen Whimbrels passing 
over the meadows in a southerly direction. | 
Sept. 7th. I heard reports of a large brown round-winged 
hawk as seen about Lilford by various persons during the last 
week. I heard many accounts of this unknown bird till the 16th, 
wher our butler saw it close to Ilford, and recognized it without 
any doubt as a Common Buzzard. Twenty Wild Geese reported 
s ‘going southerly” over Tichmarsh. On this day I received a 
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letter from Mr. C. F. Dyer, of Irthlingborough, who informed me 
that whilst out partridge-shooting with some friends in that 
neighbourhood on the 6th inst., he distinctly .recognized and 
twice flushed a solitary Sand Grouse, which flew away unharmed. 
Mr. Dyer is dumb on his own merits, but I have every reason to _ 
believe that this Sand Grouse owed its life, or escape, entirely to 

_ his efforts, and I think that such instances cannot be too highly 
praised or widely made known. | 

Sept. 12th. Saw the first Grey Wagtail of the season. 

Sept. 13th. My son shot a Spotted Crake ina rough grass- 
field near Tichmarsh. 

Sept. 14th. Under this date, Mr. Oliver V. Aplin wrote to 
me:—‘‘I have recently examined a Spotted Redshank in the — 
plumage of the first year, which was shot at Canon’s Ashby, 
Northamptonshire on August 28th.” I do not remember to 
have heaid of any previous occurrence of this species in our 
county. This bird has, through the kind offices of Sir Henry 
Dryden,’ lately come into my possession, and appears to be a 
male in plumage of the first year. 

Sept. 17th. A solitary Golden Plover (first. of the. season 
reported) and several Whimbrels passing southerly. : 

‘Sept. 18th. One of the gamekeepers brought in two Spotted 

Crakes, shot near ae and another — in a Common 
Snipe, weighing full 5$ oz. 
—- Sept. 20th. First Jack ales of the season seen near Achurch. 
‘Water Rail killed by telegraph-wires near Wigsthorpe brought | 
tome. ‘'wo Wigeon, first of season, seen by Mr. G. Hunt, near 
Wadenhoe. 

Sept. 21st. A solitary Curlew going southward up our ilies 

Sept. 22nd. Mr. Hunt sent me fragments of a Wagtail shot 
by him in his garden at Wadenhoe this morning, which looked to 
me much like those of JZotacilla flava, but were impossible to 
identify, and may have formed part of a specimen of M. rayi, 
though the locality was unusual, and the date very late, for this 
latter race in our neighbourhood. In ‘ The Field’ of this day’s 
issue, a Mr. Betts records the recent slaughter of a Hoopoe at 
Ketton, Rutland, within a very short distance of our county 
boundary. | 

Sept. 25th. First Merlin of season seen near Lilford. 

Sept. 27th. First Pieldfare of season seen near Aldwinkle. 
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Sept. goth. ‘My falconer, who was at the hawk-catching hut 
to-day, reported two Hobbies, two Merlins, and large numbers of © 
Tree and Meadow Pipits travelling southwards, and a pied Gold- 
finch near our Lilford stone-quarries. 


— Sept. 30th. The Rev. H. H. Slater, ina most icine letter 


= of this day’s date, informs me that a very fine old Lesser Black- 


backed Gull was shot at Knuston, on April 28th ult., and brought 
to him. This species is not exceedingly rare in the Nene Valley, 
but I have very seldom seen, and never handled, an adult North- 
amptonshire specimen. Mr.Slater writes :—“ It had on the second 
primaries, as well as on the outer- ones, a subterminal spot of 
white, showing it to be a very old bird.” In connection with the 
very unusually early appearance of the Fieldfare near Aldwinkle, » 
_above recorded, I may add that Mr. Slater informs me that a flock 
of some twenty of these birds passed close to him near Kingston, 
Cambridgeshire, on the 5th inst. First Redwings of season seen 
near Thorpe. 

October Ist. First Grey Crow of season seen near the decoy. 
Twenty-five Mallards and Ducks and one Wigeon taken in one 
drive on the 4th inst. 

Oct. 4th. Two pied Goldfinehes (cf. supra) and first Twite of 
‘season taken by a birdcatcher in my employ at Lilford stone- 
quarries. ‘These Goldfinches were a pair of young birds, and 
differ from the normal type in having all the parts that are usually 
a fine brown of a pale buff or fawn-colour. | 

Oct. 6th. In ‘The Field’ of this day, Col. E. R. Cottingham, 
R.A., records having shot a Rose-coloured Pastor in his garden 
at Weedon on Sept. 10th. At my request, Col. Cottingham most | 
- obligingly sent this bird to Lilford for my inspection; it is, 
I think, an adult male, with good crest, and in fair colour. This 
is the first occurrence of this species in our county that has 
come to my knowledge. Col. Cottingham has made me a present | 
of this specimen. 

Oct. 8th. The falconer caught a young male Spare owhawk at 
the hut, and reports that a female of the same species came at 
his pigeon whilst the male was struggling 1 in one of the nets, but 
the lady declined to “ bind to.” 

Oct. 10th. A reputed Little Auk picked up near Pisewell 
Hall, Kettering, early in April last, was sent me to-day for 
inspection, and proved to be, as I expected, a young Puffin. 
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This is the third Northamptonshire Puffin that has been sent to 
me as a Little Auk. First Brambling of the season seen near 
Thorpe, and first Ring Ouzel on Upper Pilton. | 

Oct. 18th. First Woodcock of season found and missed by 
two of our shooting party near Tichmarsh. I had a rumour of a 
Woodcock from a very credible source on the 2nd inst, but did 
not record it under that — as the identity of the bird was not 
positively proven. 

Oct. 22nd. A female Shoveller appeared on the one but 
disappeared at flighting time, and had not been seen again up 


to the day of our departure from Liltord for Bournemouth, 
October 25th. 


NOTES AND QUERIES. 


MAMMALIA. 


Mice versus Cockroaches. — Can any of your readers tell me how 
these two kitchen pests are antagonistic one to the other? In my house 


Cockroaches have been very numerous for some few years past, but this — 
year they have quite disappeared before an invasion of Mice. In about — 
two weeks we caught thirty Mice, or even more, but no Cockroaches can be 


found. Do Mice eat Cockroaches, or only drive them away by their 
objectionable presence, or by consuming their food? My house is in the 


west end of London. A brother of mine, living in a fashionabie seaport 


town, has also noticed this disappearance of Cockroaches before Mice. 


Has this year been prejudicial to Cockroaches, but beneficial to Mice ?— 
J. L. 


Rudolphi’s Rorqual on the Coast of Essex.—In an article con- 


tributed to the ‘ Rochester Naturalist ’ (a publication which has only just 


been brought to our notice), Mr. Walter Crouch gives an account of the 


capture last August, in the River Medway, of a specimen of this whale. 
From this article, which is too long to be quoted in eatenso, we extract the 
following particulars ;—On the 30th August last a female specimen of this 
Whale, Balenoptera borealis, Lesson, was observed in Gillingham Reach 
_ by some fishermen, and, approaching too near the shore, was driven into 


shallow water, and as the tide ebbed was left floundering on the mud. It — 


was at last killed, and, a rope being inserted in the lower jaw, as the tide 
rose in the afternoon it was towed to a small landing stage, at the back of 
the White House Inn, where it was exhibited for several days, and attracted 
hundreds of visitors. The carcase was sold by the Deputy Receiver of 
‘Wreck (by order of the Board of Trade) on Sept. lst, and was knocked 
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down for £6 to Thomas Jewess, by whose exertions it had been secured. 
As usual, decomposition rapidly set in, and in a few days the carcase was 
taken down the river and buried in the mud. I went to see it onthe © 


_ Ist September, identified the species, and made a measured drawing of it 


as it lay on its side. ‘Ihe general colour of the smooth skin of the upper 
portion, the fins and the tail, was glossy black; the underside from the 
lower jaw, white or whitish, extending more or less to the genitalia, thus - 
bringing into strong relief the series of plications, or furrows, which extend 
from the symphysis of the lower jaw towards the belly ; the margin of the | 
lower jaw wide and somewhat keeled in front; the eye, as usual, small, 
about the size of a bullock’s; the aperture of the two blow-holes large and 


 weli marked ; the wreath of baleen (whalebone) in the upper jaw was perfect 


but short (as it appears generally 1 in females), and the colour black, with — 


greyish hair on the inner margin, the shorter blades towards the beak 
somewhat lighter i in colour; the pectoral fins long and narrow; the dorsal 


fin small and thin, but very curved, ending almost in a point, and deeply 

emarginated behind. The following are the more important measure-— 
ments ;—Length, rostrum of lower jaw to end of tail, 32 ft. 2 in.; of | 
upper jaw to end of tail, 31 ft. 7 in. ; of upper jaw to end of dorsal fin, 
21 ft. 7 in.; end of dorsal fin to end of tail, 10 ft. 6 in.; rostrum of lower 
jaw to eye, 6 ft. 2 in. ; eye to end of pectoral fin, 7 ft. 4 in.; length of 
pectoral fin, 3 ft. 4 in.; width of ditto, 9 in.; base of dorsal fin, 15 in. ; 
height of dorsal fin (from ridge of back), 9 in.; length of tail flukes, © 
6 ft. 6 in.; girth at the eye, 12 ft. 6 in.; at dorsal fin, 10 ft.; baleen, 
longest: binden outside length, 123 in.; inside (in curve), 15} in.; width 
at attachment to maxilla, 43 in. From the above it is manifest that this 
Whale was not fully grown, the average length of an adult being from — 


45 to 50 feet, but the body was plump and in good condition ; and it was 


probably a straggler from the North Sea, where these Whales appear as 
summer visitors. On the 28th August several Whales were stranded 
near Hunstanton (Norfolk). The two stranded at Snettisham and Heacham 
have been identified (p. 887), by Mr. T. Southwell, as old and young 
females of the Bottlenose Whale, Hyperoodon rostratus. Another Whale, 


about 87 feet in length, has also been reported at Sea View, Isle of Wight, 


on 21st December, and from the description and photograph I have received — 
I think it is probably a young specimen of B. musculus. A male specimen 
of Rudolphi’s Rorqual was stranded on 19th October, 1887, at the Tilbury 
Docks (Essex), which measured 35 ft. 4 in.; and some notes on it which I 
gave to the Essex Field Club were printed in the ‘ Essex Naturalist’ for 
April, 1888. The skeleton is now prepared, and will shortly be removed — 
to the Natural History Museum at South Kensington. All the species of 
Balenoptera are {as the name implies) distinguished “by a dorsal fin and by 
a series of plications on the throat extending towards the belly. The body 
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is also long and narrow, with a sharp ridge along the dorsal line, the head 
being less than a quarter of the whole length, the skull tapering towards 
the lower jaw, and the baleen never exceeding two or three feet in the 
largest species. The general colour of B. borealis is grevish, or bluish 
black, which becomes darker after death, with lighter spots or patches. 
— Below the margin of the lower jaw the throat is white, which makes the 
plications well marked, while cloudings of white and grayish white, varying 
in individuals, extend more or less along the belly. The baleen in adults is 
always deep black, but some of the smaller blades (and In younger specimens 
the whole of the wreath) are often clouded or mottled with white. 


BIRDS. 


The Cirl Bunting in Hampshire. — W ith reference to Mr.-J. H. 
Wilmore’s note on this subject, I should fancy that the Cirl Bunting is 
pretty generally diffused in Hampshire. A few years ago I had no ditheulty 
in obtaining several specimens, in spring plumage, from a correspondent in 
the neighbourhood of Botley, where they appeared to be quite common. 
Whilst in the train, close to Basingstoke, early one morning in July, 1887, 
I saw a fine male sitting on the telegraph-wires, which were very low there; 
and IT have also met with the Cirl Bunting in the Isle of Wight, near 
Ryde.—Otiver V. APLIN ( Bloxham, Banbury); | 


Breeding of Pallas’s Sand Grouse in Fifeshire.—Col. H. M. Drun- 
mond Hay, ina communication written in September last and published in 
‘ The Scottish Naturalist ’ for October (p. 349), says :— It is with much 
pleasure | have to state, from information received from Mr. Alexander 
Speedie, of Kinshaldy,’ on’ Tents-muir, that from the number of birds on 
the ground at present there is every reason to believe that the breeding has 
been successful; in confirmation of which | may mention that in cutting 
a field of rve on the above-mentioned property, about the 1sth of last 
month (August, 1883), five young birds were captured. These were strong, 
‘well grown, and full-plumaged birds, with the exception of the pointed tail- 
feathers not yet matured. A pair were sent alive (by Mr. Speedie) to the 
Zoological Gardens in London, which they reached (August 24th) in 
safety: the remainder were kept fox some time in captivity, but were 
found to be so impatient of confinement that they were again restored to 
liberty.” ; 


Sand Grouse in Warwickshire, Berkshire, - Oxtfordshire.—A 
female Sand Grouse, which I examined in the flesh, was shot near Raiway, 
Warwickshire, on June 22nd. Ata birdstutfer’s in Newbury I examined, 
or heard of, the following Berkshire examples :—One, of a tock of thirty, 
killed by striking against the telegraph-wires on Compton Downs, early in 
June; two shot near Newbury; one at Clifton, near Hungerford; and two 


>> 
3 
“ 
% 
*< 
& 
Ag 
\ 
y 
° 
x 


NOTES AND QUERIES. 469 


at Peasmore. In Oxfordshire flocks appeared at Bensington and Lower 
Heyford in May (as reported in the * Field’ and ‘ Standard '), remaining in 
the former locality until July, and in the latter until the early part of 
October. The occurrence of others in July, in the district between 


Chipping Norton and Burford, has been reported to me.—OLIver V. APLIN 
(Bloxham, Banbury). 


Sand Grouse at London Poulterers.—My sister, who knows birds 
well, informs me that on October 12th she saw and handled two Sand 
Grouse at a poulterer’s shop in Jermyn Street, which, however, she did not 
consider to be in sufficiently good order to secure as specimens. She 
describes them as having been in wretched condition : in fact, they seemed 
to have been starved to death. The proprietor of the shop said that he 
had received twelve in one consignment, and that the other ten had all been 
taken by one purchaser, adding that they had been sent up from Norfolk.— 
G. Teck (Tostock Reetory, Bury St, Edmunds). | 


Unrecorded Habits of the Starling. —These habits referred to by 
Mr. F..H. Parrott (p. 431) were noticed in ‘ The Field,’ about two years 
ago, by Mr. A. E. C. Streathtieid, as follows:—* I shall be very glad to 
know whether the observations of others amongst your readers confirm 
what I saw when coming up the Thames in the steamer from Bordeaux - 
last Suuday. There were a good many Starlings about the river just below 
Gravesend, and I saw several, when a long way from shore, fly to the 
surface of the water and apparently pick up something, That some 
substance floating on the water attracted the birds’ attention ‘was clear 
from the. way their course was suddenly changed, and J can only suppose 
they picked up some scraps of food floating on the water. The Starling is 
a most active and intelligent bird; .may we think he has learnt a lesson 
from the Gulls >—J. L. Mortey. 


Diving of the Manx Shearwater.—Mention is made (p. 374) of the 
Manx Shearwater diving. This fact seems hitherto to have escaped much 
observation. Mr. C. M. Adamson, in his ‘ More Seraps about Birds’ 
ip. 209), speaks of the Shearwater being “* well adapted in structure for 
diving"; and the late Mr. D. W. Mitchell, in his account of the species. 
quoted in *-Yarrell’ (4th-edit., vol. iv., p.29), speaks of wounded birds 
diving. Iam not aware of any other references to the fact, and, as the 
subject has some bearing on the debated question as to what they feed on, the 
following may be of some interest:—In July last, when in the Island of 
Figg, I was watching an immense flock of Shearwaters one calm afternoon ; 
they were sitting on the water between Elgg and Rum, in a long line, and 
-evideutly feeding, as they constantly changed their position. Soon after 
settling on a new spot, the birds at the latter eud of the line wouli fly 
furwards and settle again in the very front of the column, and begin diving 
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vigorously, disappearing fora moment right under the surface. Dr. Fletcher, 
of Edinburgh, was with me at the time, and, as neither of us had previously 
seen the Manx Shearwater dive, we watched the proceedings for some time 
through our binoculars. I may add that a fisherman of the island, who 
knows this bird well, told me afterwards that had sometimes seen it dive, 
although it more often dipped only its head and upper parts under water, 
leaving its tail exposed like a duck. It is certainly a habit in which tt does 
not very frequently indulge, for when disturbed or fri ghtened it invariably — 
escapes by flight—Artruur H. MacpHeErson. 


Food of the Manx Shearwater.—The inference drawn by Mr. Gawen 


_ (p. 426) from my remarks (p. 874) is misleading, and requires correction. 


It is not the case, as he supposes, that the Shearwater whose food I 
examined had been feeding on offal, and his assertion that bones were 
absent is not warranted by what I wrote. Your readers may rest assured 
that the bird had been feeding, as I distinctly stated, on fresh fish,—probably 
the young of the Coalfish. The bill of this Shearwater, instead of being 
“weak,” as alleged by Mr. Gawen, is a very powerful instrument, and is 
used in excavating the Shearwater’s long burrows in the soil.—H. A. 
MacpHerson (Carlisle). 


Food of the Manx Shearwater.—I was surprised to see, from the 

remarks of Mr. H. A. Macpherson (p. 874) and Mr. C. R. Gawen (p. 426), 
that there is still any doubt as to the nature of the food of the Manx 
Shearwater. The first Shearwaters I ever shot (over thirty years ago, off 
Cork Harbour) fully and setisfactorily proved to me that their food is much 
‘more substantial than oil floating on the surface of the water. Wounded 
birds, when closely pursued, disgorged solid matter, as Gulls do, to lighten 
them when trying to get away; and one bird, on being seized hold of, 
threw up two full-grown sprats and the entrails of some fish which had been 
evidently thrown overboard from one of the fishing-boats at anchor close 
by.—Rosert WarREN (Moyview, Ballina). 


Swans with white Cygnets.—I should like to place on record the 
fact that during the past year the pair of tame Swans whose abnormal 
broods I have before mentioned (Zool. 1887, pp. 463, 464) produced seven 


~~~eygnets, of which three were of the usual colour, and four were white. 


I saw them alive a few days since in their ditch in the grounds of St. John’s — 
College —ALrreD Nrewron (Magdalene College, Cambridge). 
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SCIENTIFIC SOCIETIES. 


Luxnean Society or Lonpon. 


November 1,1888.—W. CaRRuTHERs, F.R.S., President, in the chair. | 
The following were elected Fellows of the Society :—William Overend © 
Priestley, M.D., F.R.C.P.; John Way, M.D.; and John Evans, Esq. 

Prof. Bower exhibited, and made remarks upon, some adventitious buds 
on a leaf of Gnetium gnemon. | . 

Mr. John Young exhibited (1) a rare bird, Pluvianellus sociabilis, un- 
observed for fifty years, and lately rediscovered by him in Patagonia; 
(2) a cluster of nests formed of lichen (Usnea) by a Swift, as supposed, of 
the genus Collocalia, from a cave in Himeo, one of the Society Islands; 
(3) remarkably elongated tail-feathers of domestic cock (11 ft. in length), © 
artificially produced by the Japanese; (4) nest and eggs of the Snow 
Bunting, Plectrophanes nivalis, taken during the past. summer in Scotland. 

Mr. Thomas Christy exhibited a new method of transmitting light to a 
microscope by means of a curved rod of glass. 

The Rev. R. Baron read a paper on the Flora of Madagascar, in which 
he gave an interesting account of his explorations and collections in that. 
island. In a second paper entitled “ Further contributions to the Flora of 
Madagascar,” Mr. J. G. Baker, F.R.S., described the principal novelties 
brought home by Mr. Baron, and paid a well- deserved tribute to his energy 
and ability as a botanical explorer. | 


November 15. ‘CARRUTHERS, F'.R.S., President, in the chair. 

Mr. J. W. Stroud was elected a Fellow of the Society. 

On behalf of Mr, Harry Bolus, Mr. J. G. Baker exhibited a specimen of 
Kriospermum folioliferum, a plant showing a very remarkable type of leaf- 
structure. It was figured by Andrews, in his ‘ Botanist’s Repository,’ in 
1807, and lost sight of until recently refound by Mr. Bolus in Namaqualand, 

Prof. Stewart exhibited a substance which had been picked up on the 
sea-shore, the nature of which it had puzzled many to determine, its 
structure being regarded by some as animal, by others as vegetable. He 
proposed to submit it to careful microscopical examination. 

Mr. J. E. Harting exhibited a South American Bat, from Trinidad, 
Noctilio leporinus, alleged to be of piscivorous habits, and remarked upon a 
‘similar habit which had been observed in a species of Pteropus in India. 

A paper was read by Mr. B. D. Jackson, on behalf of Mr. H. Chichester 
Hart, “On the mountain range of flowering plants in Ireland,” and was 
criticised by Mr. J. G. Baker, who gave an interesting sketch of the 
characteristics of the Irish flora. 

Two papers were then read by Mr. Sladen on the Mammalia and Birds: 
collected by Mr. H. N. Ridley in Fernando Noronha, in the determination 
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of which the author had been assisted by Messrs. O. Thomas and R. B. 


Sharpe. | 
~The next meeting of the Society will be held o on December 6th. 


Society or Lonpon. 


November 7, 1888.—Dr. D. Suarp, F.L.S., President, in the chair. 
Mr. H. Stuart Fremlin, M.R.C.S., of Mereworth, Maidstone, and Mr. 
G. V. Hudson, of Wellington, New Zealand, were elected Fellows. 


Mons. A. Wailly exhibited a large and interesting collection of Butter- 


flies recently received from the Gold Coast and other parts of West Africa. 
The collection included about forty-seven species belonging to the genera 
Papilio, Diadema, Salamis, Romala@osoma, Charazes, Harma, Eurypheme, 
Junonia, Aterica, Hypanis, Hurytela, Mycalesis, Cyrestis,, Nepheronia, My- 
_ lothris, Belenois, &. Mons. Wailly stated that several of the species were 
undescribed, and were not represented in the British Museum Collections. 
Mr. Jenner Weir exhibited four bred specimens of Ant-lions, two of 


which were from Saxon Switzerland, and the other two from Fontainbleau. 


He stated that he believed the specimens belonged to two distinct species. 
Mr. M‘Lachlan said that the specimens all belonged to one — viz. 
Myrmeleon formicarius, Auct. = europaeus, M‘Lach. 


Mr. W.C. Boyd exhibited an example of Pterophorus zetterstedtii, taken. 
at Sydenham. He remarked that this species had hitherto only been — 


recorded from Lynmouth and Folkestone. 

Mr. Enock exhibited specimens of Cecidomyia destructor (Hessian Fly), 
illustrating the life-history of the species, and made remarks on them. 

Mr. Wallis Kew exhibited a specimen of Dytiscus marginalis having a 


small bivalve shell attached to one of its legs. The bivalve had apparently | 


attacked the Dytiscus and refused to relax its grasp. A discussion ensued, 
in which Dr. Sharp, Mr. Stainton, and Mr. Kew took part. 

Mr. W. E. Nicholson exhibited several specimens of Acidalia immorata, 
Linn., caught by him near Lewes. Mr. Jenner Weir remarked that the 


species had only recently been added to the British list, and.that it was — 


remarkable how so comparatively large a species could have been hitherto 
overlooked. It was also remarked that a specimen of this species from the 
collection of the late Mr. Desvignes had been exhibited by Mr. Stevens at 
the meeting of the Society in November, 1887. | 


Dr. Sharp exhibited a large number of species of Rhynehophor a, collected : 


by Mr. George Lewis in Japan. 


Mr. I’. P. Pascoe read a paper entitled “ a of new Longicorn 
Coleoptera.” 


Dr. Sharp read a paper entitled ‘ The Rhynchophorous Coleoptors of 


Japan.’ '—H. Goss, Hon. Secretary. 
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Is. 4d., 1s. 6d., 1s. 7d. & 1s. 8d. Forceps Is. 6d., & 2s. Cabinet Cork, ' 1]-in. by 3 5-in. "1s. 6d. doz. best ditto 
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